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Useful World Wide Web Addresses
The International Water Resources Association
IWRA has strived to improve water management
worldwide through dialogue, education, and research for over 25 years. Since its official formation
in 1972, the organization has actively promoted the
sustainable management of water resources around
the globe. The world is a much smaller place today
than when IWRA began its work, due to advancing
technologies and global social changes. The belief
that sustainability requires interdisciplinary action
and international cooperation is a driving force
behind the association. IWRA seeks to improve water
resource outcomes by improving our collective
understanding of the physical, biological, chemical,
institutional, and socioeconomic aspects of water.
http://www.iwra.siu.edu/
The Pacific Institute
The Pacific Institute for Studies in Development,
Environment, and Security is an independent, nonprofit center created in 1987 to conduct research
and policy analysis in the areas of environment,
sustainable development, and international security.
Underlying all of the Institute’s work is the recognition that the pressing problems of environmental
degradation, regional and global poverty, and
political tension and conflict are fundamentally
interrelated, and that long-term solutions require an
interdisciplinary perspective.
http://www.pacinst.org/
The Transboundary Freshwater Dispute Database
The Transboundary Freshwater Dispute Database,
an ongoing research effort at Oregon State University, currently includes a computer compilation of
more than 400 water-related treaties and 40 US
inter-state compacts, catalogued by basin, countries
or states involved, date signed, treaty topic, allocaLiterature Cited, References, Appendices
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tions measures, conflict resolution mechanisms, and
non-water linkages. The Database also includes a
digitized inventory of international river basins,
negotiating notes and background material on 14
case-studies of conflict resolution, news files on
cases of acute water-related conflict, assessments of
indigenous/traditional methods of water conflict
resolution, a bibliography database of publications
concerning water conflict and cooperation, and an
event database documenting historical international
water relations from 1948 to 1999.
http://www.transboundarywaters.orst.edu
The Water Web
The WaterWeb consortium has been created to
promote the sharing of information concerning water
and the earth’s environment. The organization seeks
to create a global community, bringing together
educational, governmental, nonprofit, and commercial entities interested in water research, conservation, and management. WaterWeb’s goals are to
advance water related issues, promote the use of
water quality information, and share information with
water use stakeholders and decision makers.
http://www.waterweb.org/
World Resources Institute
World Resource Institute (WRI) is an environmental
think tank that goes beyond research to find practical
ways to protect the earth and improve people’s lives.
WRI’s mission is to move human society to live in
ways that protect Earth’s environment and its capacity
to provide for the needs and aspirations of current

and future generations. WRI provides — and helps
other institutions provide — objective information
and practical proposals for policy and institutional
change that will foster environmentally sound,
socially equitable development. World Resources
Institute’s environmental information portal includes
databases, data tables, and maps for topics covering
marine and freshwater issues, physical and social
environmental sciences, and human health, development, and resources.
http://www.wri.org
WRI’s environmental information portal is at
http://earthtrends.wri.org
FAO
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of
the United Nations was founded in 1945 with a
mandate to raise levels of nutrition and standards of
living, to improve agricultural productivity, and to
better the condition of rural populations. Today, FAO
is one of the largest specialized agencies in the
United Nations system and the lead agency for
agriculture, forestry, fisheries and rural development.
FAO works to alleviate poverty and hunger by
promoting agricultural development, improved
nutrition and the pursuit of food security—defined as
the access of all people at all times to the food they
need for an active and healthy life. The full text of
contemporary (post-1980) water-related treaties is
included in FAOLEX, FAO’s online legal database.
http://www.fao.org/
From Potential Conflict to Co-operation Potential
Project (UNESCO and Green Cross International)
The From Potential Conflict to Co-operation
Potential project (PCCP) is one of UNESCO’s International Hydrological Programme (IHP) contributions
to the World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP).
In cooperation with Green Cross International (GCI),
this project addresses the challenge of sharing water
resources. PCCP’s role is to help water resources
management authorities tip the balance in favor of
cooperation potential and away from potential
conflict. It specifically addresses the challenge of
sharing water resources, primarily from the point of
view of governments, and develops decision-making
and conflict prevention tools for the future.

Child investigates an irrigation ditch. Photo credit: Brenda Miraglia.
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Atlas of International Freshwater Agreements

http://www.unesco.org/water/wwap/pccp/
index.shtml

